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TOWN OF LOS GATOS 

 
      
     RJ BRYANT SERVICE CENTER 
     41 MILES AVENUE 
    LOS GATOS, CA 95031 

 

 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS 

TRANSPORTATION & PARKING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

CIVIC CENTER – COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

110 EAST MAIN STREET, LOS GATOS 

7:30 AM REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2011 

 

 

MINUTES 
 The August 11 Agenda was posted to the Public on August 5, 2011. 

 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 

 The Transportation and Parking Commission Regular Meeting was called to order 

at 7:30 a.m. by Chair Wilhelmsen. 

 

 II. ROLL CALL 

   

  Present:  Chair Erik Wilhelmsen, Commissioner Ed Stahl, Commissioner 

Melanie Hanssen, Commissioner Nick Goddard and Commissioner 

Leonard Lumby 

 

  Absent: Vice-Chair Chris Tanimoto 

 

  Staff:   Kevin Rohani, Town Engineer 

    David Gravel, Captain 

    Steve Walpole, Sergeant 

    Dorrie Romero, Administrative Assistant/Board Clerk 

 

III. APPROVAL JUNE 9, 2011 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 

  MOTION:  Motion made by Commissioner Ed Stahl to approve the June 9, 

2011 Regular Meeting Minutes with a correction submitted by 

Commissioner Hanssen, page 2, V. Items for Discussion, A. 

(Paragraph 1) to include the following language:  

 

    Commissioner Hanssen asked about the new submissions from 

Los Gatos to the VTA 2040 Plan which includes the possibility of 

bike lanes on University Avenue. 
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     Seconded by Commissioner Leonard Lumby. 

 

            VOTE:  Motion carried unanimously. 

              

IV. COMMUNICATIONS   

 (Three minute time limit per speaker for subjects not agendized.) 

  

A. Verbal  

 

Resident Chris Tingley (254 Pinehurst Avenue) stated the reason he is 

appearing before the Transportation and Parking Commission is to review 

Parking Regulation 15-40-070 which deals with parking commercial 

vehicles in residential zones. Resident Tingley asked the Transportation 

and Parking Commission to consider amending this regulation because it 

allows commercial vehicles up to 10,000 pounds to park in residential 

neighborhoods.   

 

Resident Tingley further stated that the issue the neighborhood is having 

is that the large commercial vehicles parking there are not only parking 

overnight, but on the weekends; it is out of character for the neighborhood.   

 

Resident Tingley is requesting that the Town consider prohibiting those 

types of vehicles (school buses, commercial aerial trucks, etc.) operated by 

those in the neighborhood from parking in the residential area. 

 

Chair Wilhelmsen indicated to Resident Tingley that the Transportation 

and Parking Commission is an advisory committee and this is an issue for 

the Police Department and Code Enforcement. 

 

B. Written 

 

 None. 

 

 

 V. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

   

A. Downtown Employee Permit Parking 

    

Sergeant Walpole stated that staff held their Focus Group Meeting 

regarding the Downtown Employee Permit Parking Program (DEPPP) on 

July 22, 2011.  Sergeant Walpole introduced Economic Vitality Manager 

Jessica von Borck to provide an overview of what took place at the 

meeting. 

 

Economic Vitality Manager von Borck reported that the purpose of the 

Focus Group meeting was for the public to provide input on alternative 

Downtown employee parking permit programs.   
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Economic Vitality Manager von Borck further reported and distributed a 

summarization from the DEPPP Focus Group Meeting: 

 

 The Focus Group was comprised of 75+ attendees mostly office 

employees from 236 North Santa Cruz (the group who signed the 

petition to try and get this program instituted). 

 

 Two themes were established 1) Solving Long Term Parking 

Issues Downtown and 2) Feedback from the Downtown Employee 

Permit Parking Program. 

 

 The feedback and input will be used to shape the program’s 

elements and alternatives.  The goal would be to formulate three 

alternatives. 

 

 A survey was sent out after the Focus Group meeting with a 

deadline of August 12, 2011.  This survey was sent out as a means 

for additional feedback.  

 

 The responses will be reviewed and recommendations will be 

presented at the next Transportation & Parking Commission 

Special Meeting on September 8, 2011.  Staff asked the 

Transportation & Parking Commission to approve scheduling the 

special called meeting. 

 

 Recommendations from the Transportation & Parking Commission 

Special Meeting will be presented at the Town Council Meeting on 

October 17, 2011. 

 

Commissioner Hanssen stated that she attended the meeting and the 

group was hostile and wanted to talk about everything but the DEPPP.  

Commissioner Hanssen asked if the survey was specific to how the 

program would be structured or does it include broad considerations.  

Economic Vitality Manager von Borck stated that they tried to focus on 

what the program would look like and what are the needs. 

 

Economic Vitality Manager von Borck distributed and reviewed the 

Council Agenda Report from October 3, 2005 with the Transportation & 

Parking  Commission for information purposes. 

 

Multiple Transportation & Parking Commissioners continued the 

DEPPP discussion with inquiries to staff regarding transferrable permits, 

parking locations, price point, and duration of the program. 
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   MOTION:  Motion made by Chair Wilhelmsen to hold a Special 

Called Transportation & Parking Commission Meeting on 

September 8, 2011 at 7:30 a.m. to meet and confer 

regarding the Downtown Employee Parking Permit 

Program. 

 

      Seconded by Commissioner Nick Goddard. 

 

             VOTE:  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Information will be sent to the Transportation & Parking Commission a 

week prior to the Special Called Meeting for review. 

 

B. Los Gatos High School Parking Follow-Up 

 

Sergeant Walpole stated that Robert Bobeda would not be present at 

today’s meeting and asked to defer this topic to the October 

Transportation & Parking Commission Regular Meeting. The 

Transportation & Parking Commission agreed to put it on next month’s 

agenda. 

 

VI. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION                
  

A. Los Gatos Leadership Group 

  

Town Engineer Rohani announced that the Town is accepting 

applications for Leadership Los Gatos.  Sponsored by the Town of Los 

Gatos and the Chamber of Commerce, Leadership Los Gatos prepares 

members of the community an opportunity to become more involved and 

assume a future leadership role in Town. The deadline to apply is 

Wednesday, August 31. 

 

B. Capital Projects Update 

 

Town Engineer Rohani provided an update to the Transportation & 

Parking Commission on the following transportation projects: 

 

 Highway 9/University Avenue 

 

o Traffic signal is being designed.   

o Median on Highway 9 will be extended past Wraight Avenue.  

The left hand turn lane will also be extended. 

o Dangerous left turn lanes from Wraight Avenue to Highway 9 

will be eliminated. 

o Utility relocation is included in this project. 
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 Highway 9 Safety Improvement Project 

 

o Collaborative project between the Town of Los Gatos and the 

Cities of Monte Sereno and Saratoga. 

o Project is in the third phase. 

o Bicycle detectors will be installed at Highway 9 at Santa Cruz 

and University locations. 

o Bike lanes will be built at Highway 9 and Los Gatos 

Boulevard; from the bridge uphill and is funded by Caltrans 

grants. 

 

 Blossom Hill Road/Safe Routes to School Grant 

 

o Sidewalk and bicycle lane design is in progress from Blossom 

Hill School to the San Jose city limit on Camino del Cerro. 

 

 University Avenue Paving Project 

 

o Paving project from Shelburne to Vasona Dam in conjunction 

with CalTrans. 

o Project will go out to bid in the fall. 

 

 Wedgewood Avenue Project 

 

o Project is in the second phase from Mulberry to Granada Way. 

o Deep ditch on the south side of the road will be filled, a storm 

drain system will be installed, as well as, sidewalks and bike 

lanes. 

 

 University Guardrail Project 

 

o Safety guardrail replacement along University Avenue from 

Peppertree Lane to the entrance of 930 University Avenue. 

o Project is currently out to bid. 

 

 Los Gatos Creekside Sports Park 

 

o Project goes before the Planning Commission on August 24, 

2011 for recommendation and then approval to the Town 

Council. 

o Project will go out to bid in the fall and construction to begin 

early next year. 

 

 Lark Avenue/University Avenue Traffic Signal 
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o New traffic signal would be installed at Lark Avenue and 

University Avenue.  This will address the traffic issues in that 

area.  This project is being funded by a private development 

project in the area. 

o Project will go out to bid in September 2011. 

 

Commissioner Hanssen would like to see prospective designs future high 

profile projects in Town. 

 

VII. COMMISSION MATTERS 

 

  A. VTA Update – Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee     (Hanssen)  

     

Commissioner Hanssen focused on the three most important topics at the 

meeting. 

 

1. Bus Transit Program 

 

There is no impact to the Town and not included on the routes.  

This program would benefit Santa Clara, Sunnyvale and areas by 

interstates 280 and 880.   

 

2. Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s (MTC) “One Bay 

Area” Grant Proposal 

 

The program consists of the consolidation of grants.  There will be 

more money, an estimated $55M coming to Santa Clara County as 

a result of this reorganization versus the current level of $28M 

over the next coming years.  The funding (70%) will be allocated 

by Priority Development Areas (PDAs), which the Town of Los 

Gatos is not included. 

 

Commissioner Hanssen asked Town Engineer Rohani if this is 

something the Town would want to voice their opinion on and to 

attempt to create some opportunities, even though the Town may 

not get the funding.  Town Engineer Rohani stated that the PDAs 

were already discussed with the Planning Department and Town 

Council is not supportive of this restructured proposal as it does 

not benefit Los Gatos.  Town Engineer Rohani further stated that 

the Town Council has already responded to MTC, VTA and 

ABAG that Los Gatos is not in support of the “One Bay Area” 

grant proposal. 

 

Commissioner Hanssen said that Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, 

Saratoga and Los Altos Hills are specifically not on this list.  

 

3. Popular Bike Rides on Country Roads Project 
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Commissioner Hanssen reported on the following: 

 

 An Outreach Workshop was held March 9, 2011. The 

workshop consisted of bicyclists in the community and other 

interested parties.  

 

 There were more than forty rural and mountain roads 

identified as favorite loops or circuits by bicyclists.   

 

 Suggested improvements included safety (shoulder and 

pavement work), driver awareness education, signage, etc. 

 

 A request was made to expand the list of roads to include 

Shannon Road, Kennedy Road and Hicks Roads and discuss 

it at the next meeting. 

 

           VIII. DIRECTOR MATTERS 

 

Chair Wilhelmsen reported and requested the following on behalf of 

Commissioner Tanimoto in his absence: 

 

1. Distribute the updated Transportation & Parking Commission roster with the 

recommended changes given to staff. 

 

2. Review how and when the open Transportation & Parking Commissioner’s 

position is announced or advertised. 

 

Commissioner Hanssen requested that the Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) 

be included as a standing agenda item under Commission Matters. 

 

      IX. ATTENDANCE             
  

 The current Town Attendance Resolution No. 2003 – 136 states that any 

Commissioner who is absent from four (4) regular meetings held in a 12 

month period, shall surrender his or her office on the Commission.   

 

 Please contact the Commission Chair or the Parks and Public Works Department 

at (408) 399-5770 if you are unable to attend.   

 

 X. ADJOURNMENT 

 

  MOTION:    Motion made by Commissioner Ed Stahl that the August 

meeting be adjourned at 8:17 a.m., to the next meeting of Thursday, October 13, 

2011. 
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  Seconded by Commissioner Melanie Hanssen. 

  

  VOTE:   Motion carried unanimously. 

 

  Next Regular Meeting: Thursday, October 13, 2011, 7:30 a.m. 

 

    
Minutes approved with change as noted at the Transportation and Commission Meeting on August 11, 

2011. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

D Romero, Parks and Public Works 

Administrative Assistant / Board Clerk  

 


